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TOURISM 
The most current tourism data 2016 Travel Statistics report for Ontario Highlands Tourism Region 11, 
made available in May 2018, provides detailed information regarding visitation to Ontario’s 
Highlands, which includes the geographic area of Lanark County.  Provided by the Ontario Ministry of 
Tourism, these statistics include information on the reasons people visit, visitor demographics, and 
the types of accommodations, activities and expenditures incurred.  Over 97% of the 5.6M visitors to 
this tourism region in 2016 came from Ontario.  The remaining visitors came from the rest of Canada 
(138,000) and overseas (23,500). 
 

TOURISM STATISTICS 

Top 5 Reasons People Visit 
1. Pleasure     51% 
2. Visiting friends and relatives  36% 
3. Business      6% 
4. Other       4% 
5. Shopping      3% 

 

Top 5 Things to Do in the Region 
1. Visiting friends and relatives 13% 

2. Visiting a beach     7% 
3. Fishing      7% 

4. Boating      7% 

5. Hiking      6% 
 
Preferred Season 

1. Summer (Jul to Sep)  42% 

2. Fall (Oct to Dec)   21% 

3. Spring (Apr to Jun)  20% 

4. Winter (Jan to Mar)   17% 
 

Top 5 Places to Stay 
1. Private Cottage   43% 

2. Private Home   33% 

3. Hotel / Motel     7% 

4. Camp Site/RV facility    6% 

5. Rental Cottage/Cabin    4% 
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Length of Stay 
1. Day Trip (0 nights)  51% 
2. 2 nights    20% 
3. 1 night      9% 
4. 3 nights      9% 
5. 4 nights      5% 

 
The overall average length of stay is 1.44 nights. Longest stays are in a private cottage, secondly a 
private home, thirdly a rented cottage, or a hotel. 

  

Top 5 Ages of Visitors 
1. 65 + years   23% 

2. 44-54 years   22% 

3. 55-64 years   18% 

4. 25-34 years   16% 

5. 35-44 years   12% 

The average age of a visitor is 48.8 years. 

Visitor Spending per Category 
1. Food    23% 
2. Transportation   22% 
3. Accommodations  18% 
4. Recreation /Entertainment 16% 
5. Retail    12% 

 
Visitor Spending Amount 

1. Average per person    $ 97  
2. Average per person per overnight visit   $141  
3. Average per person per night   $ 48  
4. Average per person per same-day visit   $ 55  
5. Average per household parties visit   $135  

 

IDEAL VISITOR PROFILE 

Segmentation divides travellers into groups with similar travel needs and interests. If your tourism 
product is designed for marketing directly to a distinct target group, this section provides a detailed 
profile of the segments, including travel motivations and interests, media habits and demographics. 

Specific to Lanark County, the most recent statistical research compiled by the Ontario Ministry of 
Tourism shows visitation trends indicates a noticeable pattern of travel from Ottawa by guests who are 
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primarily adults without children travelling for leisure.  It is clear that visitation has increased over time, 
and that most guests visit between July and September.  Mindful that it is the “Connected Explorer 
profile that has been identified as the target market for Ontario Highland Tourism Region, Lanark 
Country’s best fit is the “Knowledge Seeker” and marketing is adapted to suit these regional profiles. 

Knowledge Seekers are couples in and nearing retirement, aged 55+, with a higher income.  They are 
entering a new phase of life as empty-nesters with the time and money to enjoy themselves, and travel 
is a part of these new lifestyle.  They are looking to understand the places they visit by getting exposure 
to local customs.  Travel for them is about expanding their knowledge and stimulating the mind rather 
than resting and relaxing.  They are driven by a desire to explore culture, history, architecture and 
natural landmarks and often focus on sight-seeing, museums, galleries and historical sites.  They 
represent 7% of the tourism market in Ontario.  Further detail on the Knowledge Seeker has been 
included as Appendix A. 

 

SIGNATURE EVENTS  

Bi-Annual Rideau Ferry Vintage Race Boat Regatta (odd years) 
133 Yacht Club Road  
3rd weekend in August  

The Rideau Ferry Vintage Race Boat Regatta dates back to 1897, when the first event was held at Rideau 
Ferry.  Spectators can pull up a lawn chair at the Rideau Ferry Yacht Club Conservation Area to enjoy the 
spectacular sights and sounds of vintage race boats racing in the Rideau.  Some of the sport’s most 
famous Grand Prix race boats and drivers will be there reaching speeds of well over 100mph, as well as 
many other vintage inboard and outboard classes.  The wildly popular "Municipal Cardboard Boat 
Races" features uniquely decorated cardboard boats skippered by local politicians to the finish line… or 
the bottom… whichever comes first!  

Bi-Annual Rock the Docks  (even years) 
Located at the public docks and the lawn of CC’s on the Rideau restaurant in Rideau Ferry, this hugely 
popular event features local bands from noon to dusk.  

July 1st Rideau Ferry Public Docks & CC’s on the Rideau Restaurant 
1030 Rideau Ferry Road 
613-267-6500 
www.dnetownship.ca 

Lanark County Maple Syrup Capital of Ontario 

Temples Sugar Bush, Coutts Country Flavours and Olivers Maple Works are just a few of the well 
known maple syrup producers.  Maple syrup ranks high on the list of “super-foods,” boasting health 
benefits and over 20 antioxidants.  
 
Maple Sugar Camps are open from mid-February to mid-April or when the sap is running! During 
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the season, tapping trees for sap is a time-honoured tradition practiced using heritage and modern 
methods that you can see in action at numerous sugar bushes and camps across the county.  

www.oliversmapleworks.com 
www.templessugarbush.ca  
www.couttscountryflavours.com 

 

ATTRACTIONS 

Perth Wildlife Reserve Conservation Area  
Located on the Tay Marsh, this watery environment nurtures a variety of diverse plant and wildlife 
species. Deer, ducks, Canada geese, rabbits, bluebirds and wild turkeys are some of the wildlife that is 
found in this 257-hectare reserve. This conservation area is specifically geared to wildlife management.  
 
100 Wild Life Rd 
Perth, ON K7H 3C7 
www.rvca.ca/conservation-areas/fee-required/perth-wildlife-reserve-ca 
 
Mississippi Lake National Wildlife Area / Migratory Bird Sanctuary 
Mississippi Lake National Wildlife Area and the Migratory Bird Sanctuary overlap on Mississippi Lake 
near Innisville and are beautiful spots to connect with nature.  Onsite facilities include a picnic area, boat 
launch, trail and washroom.   Portions of the bird sanctuary are seasonally restricted from September 15 
to December 15, except for direct access to Mississippi Lake via the McIntyre Creek boat launch.  
Access is by water or Drummond Concession 9A. 
 
www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/migratory-bird-
sanctuaries/locations/mississippi-lake.html 
 
Lower Rideau Lake / Big Rideau Lake / Tay River & Canal 
Part of the Rideau Canal, which is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, these connected lakes flows along our 
southern boundary.  With the introduction of LeBoat boat rentals on the Rideau Canal System, we now 
have visitors from all over the world stopping at Rideau Ferry or going through the locks at Beveridges 
lock station to travel up to Perth along the Tay River/Canal. 
 
Mississippi Lake, Mississippi River  
The 200 km long Mississippi River is a tributary of the Ottawa River flows along the Township’s 
northwest boundary.  One of the many lakes situated along the river is Mississippi Lake which spans 
portions of Drummond/North Elmsley, Beckwith and Mississippi Mill in Lanark County. It is the last in a 
series of lakes in the Mississippi Valley watershed before the Mississippi River reaches the Ottawa River. 
It is one of the largest inland lakes in South-Eastern Ontario. It has an elevation of 134.4 metres above 
sea level. The perimeter of the lake is approximately 55.9 kms and the deepest point is 9.2 metres. 
 

http://www.oliversmapleworks.com/
http://www.templessugarbush.ca/
http://www.mississippimills.ca/
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www.mississippilakesassociation.org 
www.mvc.on.ca 
 
Otty Lake 
Otty lake is located 5 km southeast of the Town of Perth.  The lake is 9.2 km long and 1.2 km wide.  The 
average depth is 9m (30 ft) and maximum depth is 27m (90 ft). 
 
www.ottylakeassociation.ca 
Rideau Ferry Yacht Club Conservation Area & Beach 
The former Rideau Ferry Yacht Club donated this 10 acre shoreline property located at Rideau Ferry to 
RVCA in 1976 for the purpose of providing a public day use recreation area with access to Lower Rideau 
lake. Rideau Valley Conservation Authority maintains a public beach, boat launch, and picnic area at this 
popular summer park. 
 
133 Yacht Club Rd  
Rideau Ferry ON 
613-692-3571 ext. 1100 
https://www.rvca.ca/conservation-areas/fee-required/rideau-ferry-yacht-club-ca 
 
Rideau Trail 
The Rideau Trail is a 387 km network of hiking trails between Kingston and Ottawa located generally 
along the Rideau Canal and its tributaries. The portion of trail in the Township runs between Perth and 
Smiths Falls along the Tay River Tow Path. 
www.rideautrail.org 
 
Lanark Archives 
Lanark Archives is located in the hamlet of Drummond Centre and provides a wealth of vital information 
dating from the 1850’s including land deeds, cemetery listings, census records, records of baptisms and 
marriages and newspaper collections. Run by the Lanark County Genealogical Society, the Archives has 
proved an invaluable resource for patrons across North America researching family roots as well as local 
families, church groups, school children and genealogists. 
 
1920 Drummond Concession 7 Rd 
Perth ON 
wwwarchiveslanark.ca 
 

TOURISM WEBSITES 

Lanark County Tourism 

  www.lanarkcountytourism.com 
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Ontario Highlands Tourism Organization Region 11 

  www.comewander.ca/ 

 

Lanark County Tourism Association 

  www.lcta.ca 








